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Dear Colleague, 

 

My name is Kaz Koide, and I am Chair of the Graduate Recruiting Committee in 2014. I am 

writing to ask you to nominate your best undergraduate student pursuing PhD in chemistry for 

our Chair’s Scholar Fellowship. This fellowship has been funded by the University, and past 

recipients moved on to have successful career.  

Of the funding offers that incoming graduate students receive, Chair’s Scholar Summer 

Research Fellowships recognize outstanding academic achievement by providing resources to 

support exceptional students in the early stages of their graduate careers. Recommendations 

from prospective students’ undergraduate departmental Chairs are a key component of the 

selection process for these fellowships. Chair’s Scholars may elect to conduct research during 

the summer term in Chemistry Department research laboratories (with mutual consent 

between faculty member and student). During this summer research experience, they receive 

approx. $1,700 / month for up to four months. In addition, Chair’s Scholars receive an 

Excellence Award of $4,500 (paid in three $1,500 installments in each of their first three terms). 

To illustrate what this fellowship means to the students, here is one example: Amanda 

Garner graduated from Allegheny College in 2003 and entered into our graduate program as a 

recipient of the Chair Scholar Fellowship. With it, she conducted summer research before 

graduate school started to gain further research experience. She joined the Koide group and 

published 10 papers in 5 years: 1 in Nature Chemistry, 3 in Journal of the American Chemical 

Society, 2 in Chemical Communications among others. Altogether, her papers have been cited 

334 times to date. She also received the Novartis Graduate Fellowship and NASA Fellowship 

during this period. After graduating in 2008, she took a postdoctoral position in the Janda group 

at The Scripps Research Institute as the NIH postdoctoral fellow and then as a senior research 

fellow. In 2013, she became a tenure-track assistant professor in the Department of Medicinal 

Chemistry at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

 With these students we are proud of, Pitt ranks No 22 in the world among 2000 

institutions of higher education and in the top 1.1% for the quality and quantity of its scholarly 

publications. We are also ranked 6th in the nation for NIH funding. 
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As the leaders among your senior class prepare for their graduation, we ask you to 

encourage them to consider the University of Pittsburgh for their graduate study in chemistry. 

We have a thriving program with over 200 graduate students and 32 faculty members in all 

areas of chemistry. We are located in close proximity to the Engineering School, the Medical 

School, and Carnegie Mellon University, giving abundant opportunities for collaboration and 

research. 

Recent enhancements to the facilities in Chemistry at PITT have included renovations to 

research and undergraduate instructional lab space and the opening of the Chemistry 

Instrumentation Center, a bright modern facility that houses our NMR, MS and X-ray 

instrumentation.   

Our faculty continues to direct cutting edge research in nanomaterials, bioanalytical 

research, computer simulation and modeling, diversity- and target-oriented organic synthesis, 

nonlinear spectroscopy, chemical sensing, medicinal chemistry, natural products, catalysis, 

protein and DNA investigations, electron transfer, hybrid nanostructures, and chemical 

separations.   

 Research interests of all faculty in the Department of Chemistry are highlighted on our 

website.  To learn more, please log in: http://www.chem.pitt.edu/graduate .   

For your convenience we have attached our Chair’s Scholar Fellowship form.  We look 

forward to receiving your nomination of a highly qualified student from your school for this 

prestigious award.   

Sincerely,         

 

 
 
Dr. Kazunori Koide 
Associate Professor and Chair of the Graduate Recruiting Committee 
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