
OUTSTANDING BASIC SCIENCE AND THE IMPACT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

This is what draws many of our students to our master’s program.  It’s an ideal combination for many students, to broaden their 
educational horizons by bringing their background in the biological sciences to the #1-world-ranked Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 
of Public Health for their graduate studies.  Some of our master’s students are interested in a career in healthcare; their graduate work 
with us helps prepare them for the medical school application process and for medical school itself.  Other students in our program are 
exploring, developing, and enriching career options.  These students are drawn to us for their graduate work because of the opportunity 
to experience the intersections between basic biomedical sciences and public health.  

Coming to the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology in the School of Public Health for your Master of Health Science 
stands out as an exceptional opportunity for your education and your professional development.  Your classes are taught by world-class 
educators and researchers across the spectrum of disciplines in the BSPH.  Courses are wide-ranging, from exceptional basic science 
instruction, to classes that cover applications of the biomedical sciences to health, to coursework that covers issues in health policy and 
foundational aspects of public health, including psychological and sociological underpinnings of health and wellbeing.  Students also 
are encouraged to cultivate real-world-relevant experience, through service-learning and practicum-based coursework, and through 
volunteer opportunities. 

PROGRAM DETAILS

The Master of Health Science (MHS) degree is completed in one academic year (fall to spring), and culminates in a literature review-
based thesis, guided through one-on-one work with a faculty mentor.  The unique academic calendar at the School of Public Health, 
with eight-week-long academic terms, gives students the chance to sample many different classes over the nine-month academic year.  
Students have significant flexibility to choose coursework and develop an individualized curriculum that fits their interests and career 
aspirations.

MHS students also have the opportunity to apply to extend their graduate study in the Master of Science (ScM) program, which adds 
on to the nine months of coursework with a year of independent research under the guidance of a departmental faculty mentor, and 
writing of a research thesis. 

ALUMNI TESTIMONIALS

“I really feel as if BMB greatly helped prepare me for my journey through medical school.  BMB was the best preparation.  A lot of what we 
are learning now, I already learned while in BMB, and at a higher level.  I am ready for whatever challenge they throw at me.”
 - Stephanie Owusu, MHS, Class of 2015

“I relished the exposure to fellow students with such a variety of life experiences, including practicing health professionals, people working 
in healthcare in a small country, former Peace Corps volunteers, and people with health- and non-health related jobs prior to JHSPH.  Lab 
experience improved my understanding of basic science research methods and analysis, as well as an appreciation for the hard work that 
basic scientists do that ultimately helps clinical research and the practice of medicine.”
 - Kristi Derrick, ScM, Class of 2006

HOW TO APPLY TO BMB 

Students can apply through the Biochemistry and Molecular Biology website at www.jhsph.edu/dept/BMB/. Applications are reviewed 
by the Admissions Committee on a rolling basis starting in January. The application deadline is June 1st.

Questions regarding admission, please contact:
Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
Shannon Gaston  Academic Program Administrator - Email: sgaston1@jhu.edu • Phone: 410.955.3672
Brandon Wright Academic Program Assistant - Email: bwrigh29@jhu.edu • Phone: 410.955.3672
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